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Specific Aims (1-Page Limit)

Important note to investigators: This template was developed by funded investigators at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri and was not developed by the National Institutes of Health. The template is a helpful guideline only and does not guarantee funding. You do not need to answer all of the questions and should only answer the questions that are relevant to your research study.
***Begin Specific Aims Template Below***

Specific Aims

· What is your project about? State your goal/objective/outcome.

· Why is it important? State the significance and overall impact.
· Medical significance

· Long-terms goal/objective of the project

· What is known? Provide background related to your research question.
· This could include data from your lab as part of this background
· What is unknown? What do you hope to accomplish?
· Why is the gap in this knowledge a problem and how do you propose to address it?

· Rationale of this study – why are you doing THIS project

· What have you accomplished to date that suggests this approach? (Preliminary Data)
· What is your hypothesis (hypotheses)? 
· Objective of this application

· Explain how you will address your hypothesis (hypotheses) using your Specific Aims. (Suggested transition sentence to this section: “We proposed to address this (these) hypothesis (hypotheses) using the following specific aims:”). You may also list a hypothesis for each aim here.
· Address “why” questions rather than “what”: no “demonstrate” or “describe” words should lead the aims, which should be very succinct and include expected outcomes

· If you can briefly include an indication of the expected outcome/significance here, do so

· KEEP THE AIMS SHORT – a full paragraph/aim is too much

· Overall Impact paragraph (the likelihood for the project to exert a sustained, powerful influence on the research field(s) involved): what you propose to do, 
· Why it is relevant/SIGNIFICANT to medical science and the field
· Why your research team is the best team for the project 
· INNOVATION
· Other salient features (e.g., multidisciplinary investigative team, outstanding clinical and/or laboratory environments)
***End Specific Aims Template***
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